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What is this Paper About?

The paper examines whether loan pricing reflects a firm’s patent
portfolio.

Do patents matter for loan spreads?
Are the effects greater when:

patents are more highly cited (“citations”).
patents are cited by subsequent patents belonging to a wide range of
technology classes (“generality”)
lenders have experience lending to firms with patents (“experienced
lenders”)

It also examines investment policies of firms violating covenants. Do
firms with patents respond differently to covenant violations than firms
without patents? Does lender experience affect how firms respond to
covenant violations?
Does the stock market react less negatively to technical covenant
violations of innovative firms?
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Do Lenders value Innovation? Comments
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Do Lenders value Innovation? Comments Continued

High Patent could measure many other firm characteristics that may
affect pricing of loans.

Unmeasured quality of assets
Riskiness
Quality of management
Adverse selection

Some obvious controls:

Market/book ratio
Earnings volatility
Cash holdings
Managerial ownership structure
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Do Lenders value Innovation? Comments Continued

Lenders are likely to contract with firms on multiple dimensions. How
do other non-price loan terms differ by patenting activity?

Loan maturity might differ systematically as a function of patent stock.
Perhaps loans to innovative firms are shorter maturity.
Covenants in loan contracts might differ. Perhaps lenders require more
covenants in these contracts.

Sign on loan maturity in spread regressions?
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Secured versus Unsecured Loans: Comments
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What Types of Innovations are Valuable to Lenders?
Comments
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What Types of Innovations are Valuable to Lenders?
Comments Continued

Table 5 includes interactions of High Patent with:

Citations per patent
High Generality

More discussion and evidence on why these patent characteristics
matter to lenders would help. What do these patent characteristics
measure? Why are they relevant to lenders?

Are the more highly cited and more general patents more liquid? Do
they result in higher recoveries for lenders?

Correlation between high citations per patent and high
generality...shouldn’t they be included together? What is the effect of
higher liquidity of a patent after controlling for its quality?
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Lender Expertise in Lending to Innovative Firms:
Comments
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Lender Expertise in Lending to Innovative Firms:
Comments Continued

Why do lenders differ in their ability to value patents? Which banks
develop reputations for lending to firms with patents?

Shouldn’t lender expertise also determine the structure of loan
contracts?

How important is lender expertise beyond easily measurable attributes
of patents such as citations and generality?

Measure of lender experience

Lender experience with innovative firms is based on the fraction of
loans to patenting firms over the loan sample period.
Unclear whether loans are to the same firms or different firms. Does it
matter?
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Identification: Comments

WTO agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
(TRIPS). The assumption is that the agreement improved the value of
patents.

Did TRIPS actually increase the value of patents?

Does it make patents more liquid? Does it affect debt recoveries in
distress?
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Identification: Comments Continued

How much of the effect is due to macro trends? Is it picking up
trends in riskiness of firms with patents, or changes in our ability to
assess those risks.
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Lenders Actions During Covenant Violation: Comments
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Lenders Actions During Covenant Violation: Comments
Continued

Interpretation of findings: Lenders require cuts in R&D at firms that
have patents but not cuts in capital expenditure. The reverse is true
for firms without patents.

Wouldn’t the R&D levels and patenting activities be correlated?
Non-zero patenting firms probably do significantly more R&D than
borrowers with zero-patents (and invest relatively less in capital
expenditures). Could that explain why R&D reductions are observed
following covenant violations for patenting firms but not for
non-patenting firms?
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Lender Experience and ∆ R&D: Comments Continued

Lender experience and debt structure (bank debt/total debt ratio).

Firms with larger bank debt make deeper cuts in R&D following
violation.

How do results change with “Violation × Bank Debt” as an
additional interaction in the regression.
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: Innovative Efficiency and ∆R&D: Comments Continued
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Other Questions

How does leverage differ between patenting and non-patenting firms?
How do other measures of default risk vary across the two classes of
firms?

How much of their debt is bank debt? What is the debt structure?
How much cash do they hold? How does it vary as a function of
patenting?

Should yields on public debt respond similarly to patent portfolio of
firms?
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Conclusions

Financing of innovative activity is a hugely important topic. Very
interesting paper.

The paper takes a major step towards examining bank financing of
firms that have large patent portfolios. Examines the effect of patent
quality on pricing of bank loans.
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